Conqress of the United States

@@ashington, DEC 20510

September 25, 2026

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Secretary of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy,

We urge the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to ensure that funding from the
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is distributed to states as soon as
possible and no later than November 1, 2026, as required by the Continuing Appropriations and
Extensions Act for Fiscal Year 2027 (P.L. 119-103), in preparation for the coming colder season.
With a history of repeated funding delays by HHS to states, we are especially concerned for
households facing high energy prices this winter who rely on LIHEAP. We appreciate the
agency’s responsiveness to Congressional requests for expeditious LIHEAP fund releases over
Fiscal Year 2026, but with households facing skyrocketing high energy costs, it is of the utmost
importance that the agency ensures funds are released as soon as possible and without
congressional intervention throughout Fiscal Year 2027.

Since February, crude oil prices have significantly increased, topping significantly more than
$100 per barrel at its peaks in April 2026 and recently on September 15, 2026. These price spikes
impact home heating oil prices especially, as it is refined from crude oil. While states do what
they can to protect households with utility shutoff moratoriums throughout the coldest months
out of the year, these moratoriums do not protect households who rely on home heating oil and
face large upfront costs early in the season to fill their home heating oil tank.

For these households, timely delivery of LIHEAP funds is especially crucial. Home heating oil
will not be delivered without payment in full, up front, which can average $2,300 for just the
winter season.' For the many families that cannot afford these high costs, LIHEAP is a lifeline. If
households don’t receive these funds on schedule, families will go without heat or be forced to
make remarkably difficult decisions in order to afford it.

We also continue to have serious concerns about the LIHEAP program’s capacity to operate
effectively without dedicated staff. These concerns will continue to grow if HHS is unable to
distribute LIHEAP funds on time this year. We urge you to ensure that necessary personnel and
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resources are in place to support LIHEAP's continued success and request a detailed response on
staffing levels supporting the LIHEAP program, including but not limited to how many staff
members work on the program full time and part time, as well as projected vacancies that must

be filled to ensure continued success.

Once again we urge you to do everything possible to distribute LIHEAP funds to states and
families expeditiously. Families should not have to choose between staying warm and affording

other essential items like food, medication, or rent. We appreciate your attention on this urgent
matter and stand ready to support the agency in assisting the American people.
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