Conqress of the United States
Washington, DC 20510

April 8, 2026

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro

Chairman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee, House Appropriations Committee and

H-310, The Capitol Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human

Washington, DC 20515 Services, Education, and Related Agencies
H-310, The Capitol

The Honorable Robert Aderholt Washington, DC 20515

Chairman

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies
H-310, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cole, Chairman Aderholt, and Ranking Member DeLauro:

We write with serious concern regarding the proposed elimination of the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) in the President’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 budget. Nearly
six million low-income households rely on this program to heat and cool their homes. At a time
when energy and gas prices are skyrocketing, and total utility debt has climbed to its highest
since 2021 during the COVID-19 pandemic, to propose this elimination is unfathomable. We
urge you to reject this program’s elimination, and fund LIHEAP at the highest level possible for
FY 2027.

Energy prices are skyrocketing, with nearly two-thirds of households reporting an increase in
monthly energy bills compared to the same months last year. Electricity prices are climbing at a
rate more than twice inflation, increasing by as much as 13 percent since the start of 2025." As a
result, more than 80 million Americans are struggling to pay their energy bills?, and one in five
households report forgoing basic necessities like food and medicine to pay an energy bill. Even if
households are able to pay their energy bill, 11 percent of households report keeping their home
at an unhealthy or unsafe temperature.’

Families need support now more than ever to afford the most basic household goods as rising
energy costs and gasoline, food, and heating oil prices surge due to tariffs and President Trump’s

3 https://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/reports/2015/energybills/




war of choice in Iran. Eliminating LIHEAP will further exacerbate the energy affordability crisis
and the nearly impossible choices households face every day due to rising costs.

We thank the committee for rejecting President Trump’s budget proposal to eliminate LIHEAP
over five different fiscal years. We urge the committee to again reject this proposal and instead
fund LIHEAP to the highest amount possible for Fiscal Year 2027. Thank you for your attention

to this important matter.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress
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Seth Moulton Donald Norcross
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Deha C. Ramlrez ] Timothy M’ Kennedy
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

sy ot

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress
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Bennie G. Thompson’
Member of Congress
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Becca Balint
Member of Congress

s

J o?h‘R'l'ley
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Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress
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Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Mike Thompson
Member of Congress
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Linda T. Sanchez
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Haley M. Sfevens
Member of Congress

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress
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Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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Julie Johnson
Member of Congress
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Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress
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Eric Sordhsen

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress
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Emanuel Cleaver, 11
Member of Congress
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J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

By Shiit,

Greg Stanton
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Debbie Dingell ~
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress
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Herbert C. Conaway, s/
Member of Congress

Aot Cool,

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress
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John Garamendi
Member of Congress
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Al Green
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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April McClain Delaney N
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Gabe Amo
Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Danny K. Navis
Member of Congress
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Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress
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Dan Goldman
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Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress
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Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress
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Diana DeGette
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
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Member of Congress
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