
 
May 23, 2024 

 

The Honorable Frank Kendall 

Secretary of the Air Force 

United States Air Force 

1670 Air Force Pentagon 

Washington, DC 20330 

 

Dear Secretary Kendall, 

 

I write to ensure that the U.S. Air Force will treat per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substance (PFAS) 

contamination at locations on and surrounding the former Pease Air Force Base to levels below 

the Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) required by the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) under its April 2024 PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation.  

 

In 1990, the former Pease Air Force Base was designated a National Priority List Superfund Site 

due to the Air Force’s handling and disposal of hazardous materials resulting in contamination of 

soils, sediments, surface water, and groundwater. In 2013, PFAS contamination was discovered 

at the former Pease Air Force Base, and the Air Force has acknowledged its responsibility to 

restore municipal and private well drinking water supplies at and near the former base and has 

worked to remediate PFAS sources. 

 

EPA’s 2024 PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation under the Safe Drinking Water 

Act sets strict MCLs for PFAS chemicals. EPA’s announcement is a critical step forward in 

addressing PFAS contamination in drinking water and represents the most stringent standards for 

PFAS contamination. Since it is the Air Force’s legal responsibility to treat PFAS contamination 

at Pease, I write to seek confirmation that the Air Force will treat drinking water at and around 

Pease to levels below the latest standards issued by EPA. Specifically, the Air Force must 

commit to treating both municipal sources and private wells surrounding Pease to levels below 

the latest PFAS MCLs.  

 

I look forward to your response formally confirming that the Air Force is committed to meeting 

the standards under EPA’s PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation at the former 

Pease Air Force Base for both municipal water systems and surrounding private wells. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Chris Pappas  

Member of Congress 


