Congress of the United States
Washington, DE 20510

October 28, 2025

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson,

We write to urge you to bring Members back to Washington immediately to vote to protect
funding for the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children
(WIC). It is unacceptable that the House of Representatives has been out of session for five
weeks amidst a full government shutdown, allowing partisan politics to put the nearly 7 million
pregnant women, new parents, children and infants who rely on WIC in danger of losing critical
resources.'

While Democrats have repeatedly returned to Washington in an attempt to begin discussions to
end the shutdown, Republicans have consistently refused to negotiate to protect health care and
maintain our constituents’ access to vital federal resources. People in every state rely on WIC for
access to healthy foods, nutrition education, breastfeeding support, and referrals to other
services. Without these benefits, the 41% of American infants who are served by WIC are at risk
of going hungry.”> We demand you bring commonsense legislation to the floor to ensure that
WIC remains funded until the government reopens.

While the administration has allocated some funds to keep WIC afloat during the shutdown, they
are likely to run out at the end of October.’ Some states are beginning to notify the public that if
the government does not open, they will have to pause distribution of WIC benefits and, in some
cases, close local WIC agency offices.* State leaders are advising families to turn to local food
aid organizations once benefits are stalled, putting undo strain on community resources that are
already facing record demand.’ The work that anti-hunger groups conduct is critical, but it
cannot replace WIC benefits for the millions who rely on them and should not be expected to.

It is time for Congress to come together to protect the pregnant women, new mothers, babies,
and young children who depend on WIC for food, education, and other essential resources. We

L https://www.npr.org/2025/10/24/nx-s1-5581354/federal-shutdown-snap-wic-food-aid-ebt-hunger
2 https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/wic-program

3 https://www.wpr.org/news/moms-kids-could-lose-federal-food-aid-if-shutdown-drags

* https://www.npr.org/2025/10/24/nx-s1-5581354/federal-shutdown-snap-wic-food-aid-ebt-hunger
> https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/food-banks-snap-benefits-federal-cuts-rural-needs/



must put politics aside to end the distress that WIC recipients are experiencing and protect this
program that families depend on.

We demand that you call the House back into session and bring legislation to the floor to ensure
that WIC is funded through the remainder of the shutdown.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress
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Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

S bty

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

e ok

Gﬁﬁ/ W. Meeks

Member of Congress

L

MMonica Mclver
Member of Congress

Dbl i

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

o} sdtte

Hfllary‘fl’. Scholten
Member of Congress

It

nathan L. Jaclyon
ember of Congress



Shan)

Haley M. Sfevens
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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George Lqtimer
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress



